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Irvin Nathaniel (“Buddy”) Spielberg, died Thursday night, 19 February 2015, at his home in Pacific Palisades, CA, at the age of 96, following a short illness.   Born on December 18, 1918, and raised in Cincinnati, OH, he was the middle son of Ukrainian Jewish immigrants who arrived in the early 20th Century. Growing up in a liberal New Deal family during the Great Depression, he dreamt of studying medicine as a child, however, his family’s financial situation and the onset of WW II pushed him into a work-study program in engineering at the University of Cincinnati.  Upon graduation, he served the US military as an aeronautical engineer at Wright Field in Dayton during the early years of the war.  Called to active duty in 1944, he was posted to the Pacific theater in the 313th Bomb Wing, 504th Bomb Group, 421st Bomb Squadron of the Army Air Corps.  As the flight engineer of an eight-person B-29, Buddy flew dozens of long-haul missions between Tinian, Saipan, Iwo Jima, the Philippines and Japan, during the final months of the war.  He returned to civilian life in 1946, but was called back to active duty in Korea in the early 1950s, reaching the rank of Lieutenant.

Buddy attended Harvard University on the GI Bill and earned a Master’s of Science degree in aeronautical engineering.  He married Frances (Peachy) Fabe in Cincinnati in 1950, and left the Midwest in 1956 to accept a post with Ramo Wooldridge, later Space Technology Laboratories, later Thompson Ramo Wooldridge or TRW.   A specialist in aircraft flutter and rocket trajectory, Buddy gradually moved from flight engineering into aerospace projects, working on some of the emblematic space exploration initiatives of the 1960s and 1970s, including the Pioneer, Gemini and Beyond Jupiter projects.  He also worked on anti-ballistic missile weapons systems, but vastly preferred aerospace technology.

Buddy was a gentle and generous man, concerned with civil rights, inequality, the environment and the Vietnam War during the 1960s.  He and Peachy enjoyed hiking, traveling, theatre, and entertaining. After he retired, he volunteered at Recording for the Blind, reading and explaining mathematics, physics, and engineering text books.  He loved Mozart operas, Zane Grey novels, the Cincinnati Reds and his family above all else.  

He is survived by his wife of 64 years (Frances); his three children (Virginia, John and Frederick); his five grandchildren (Jonathan, Lydia, Lindsay, Nathaniel and Victor); and his elder brother, Arnold. He was predeceased by his younger sister, Natalie. By his own wishes, Buddy spent his final days at home with his family under palliative care rather than going to hospital, and bequeathed his final remains to UCLA medical school.  Memorial donations may be made to either:

Recording For The Blind (Learning Ally)

The Workum Fund
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